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Serbia, though it was quite clearly recognized that a
world war might be the consequence."
It remains to be decided whether Germany was forced
to take this line. Hoyos himself answers the question.
"The German Government was entirely free to say 'No'
and dissuade us from any action against Serbia. We
might have resented this a little; but the German Govern-
ment certainly did not allow itself to be influenced in this
decision by any question of our good or bad humour."(i3)
Moreover German historians themselves agree with
this judgment, Hermann Lutz considers that by thus
leaving absolute power of decision to the Austrian
Government, the German Government incurred "co-
responsibility" in the conduct of its ally.(i4) Eugen
Fischer also underlines the gravity of the undertaking
given by the German Emperor and his Chancellor. In
the course of his narrative he shows repeatedly how the
promises that had been made weighed upon the policy
of the Wilhelmstrasse down to the very end of July.
"It was," as he expressly states, "the policy approved by
Berlin on the 5th of July which ended by letting loose
the World War, a result which was none the less bitterly
regretted by the Emperor and the Chancellor." Else-
where he writes: "the decision of the 5th of July, which
let loose the World War."(i5)